Shrewsbury Farmers Market, LLC
Rules and Regulations 2015



The Shrewsbury Farmers Market LLC, (SFM) is comprised of volunteers acting in through the Steering Committee, newly created in 2014. SFM has entered into an agreement to lease the site of Ski Ward parking lot for the purpose of the market.  Ski Ward or its landlord, Lucy Ward are not involved with the management of the Shrewsbury Farmers Market, however a great synergy exists between our site location and the SFM; allowing our SFM Vendors and customers the use of the bathroom facilities, and café. SFM seeks vendors of locally grown (from Massachusetts or within 60 miles of Shrewsbury) and locally produced crops and products with a diverse mix of products.

1) General Information
a) Ski Ward is located at 1000 Main Street in Shrewsbury, near the town line with Northborough. Parking at SFM will be located in the large parking lot in front of the Ski Ward hill.  Observe the traffic pattern posted around the Ski Ward property with clearly marked entrance and exit of SFM.
b) SFM will operate on Wednesday afternoons starting June 17 and ending October 14, 2015.  The market will not be open on Wednesday October 7, as the Ski Ward Ski Area will have a large event that day.  The hours will be 2:00pm to 6:30pm.   
c) There will be bathroom and hand washing facilities with Ski Ward, as well as access to running water. As per the Shrewsbury Health Department, a hand washing station will be set up in the SFM vending area
2) SFM Application 
All SFM Vendors must have a completed application along with the Seasonal or per diem fee for each market date for which they indicated on their application.  
a) All fees are due upon submission of the market application.  All fees are non-refundable once a Vendor is accepted. No stall is considered reserved until payment for it has been received in full by the SFM.
b) A copy of the coverage page of your personal or business liability insurance, indicating coverage as designated in the Permits/Licenses/Insurances section of this document
c) Each vendor is entitled to one space in the market to which they are assigned: 10 feet of frontage in which to display and sell. Each SFM Vendor is allowed a parking space behind their assigned space.

3) Inclement Weather
The SFM will be open every Wednesday rain or shine.  Vendors are expected to attend every market that they commit to on their application form. In the event of an emergency that prevents your attendance, please call the contact number that will be provided for the SFM co-managers:
a) Mackenzie May  				Missy Hollenback
508-523-3463					508-284-7314
mackenziemay87@gmail.com		melisahollenback@hotmail.com
b) Do not call Ski Ward.

4) Food Products and Produce
All produce and products offered for sale must be grown or produced by the SFM Vendor or by no more than four (4) nearby producers who provide a Secondary Item.  A nearby local producer is one who is from Massachusetts or within 60 miles of Shrewsbury
a) Secondary Items are those items not grown or made by the SFM Vendor but come from a nearby farm or local producer and must be identified with that provider’s name and location. 
i) The vendor is responsible for complying with all requirements and licenses set by federal, state and local governments. These Secondary Items should not exceed more than 40% of the total number of products offered by the Registered Vendor. 
b) SFM Vendors may not purchase produce from a wholesale market to be sold at the SFM.
c) Prepared and Processed Foods: SFM Vendors may also bring breads, jams, jellies and similar processed foods made in their own establishments or that of their Secondary Items.
d) SFM Vendors shall meet all requirements and obtain all necessary licenses of the Shrewsbury Department of Health. A copy of the health certificate will be submitted with the SFM application to the SFM Steering Committee.  
e) Processed foods such as jams, jellies, baked goods, etc. must conform to the Massachusetts labeling laws and all other state health requirements All vendors are responsible for complying with MA sales Optional Meals tax regulations where applicable. 
f) Produce must be sold by standard weight or volume according to standard weights and measures regulations.  A current municipal or State Weights and Measures seal must be attached to any scale used.  Household scales are not permitted.
g) Shrewsbury Board of Health requires submission of both Servsafe certification and Prepared Foods license must be submitted to the board prior to the cutting and serving of any food for the purpose of product sampling during the market.
h) Freshly picked and high quality produce and products attract customers and ensure the integrity of the SFM.
i) No lot or container of produce that appears rotten, spoiled, moldy, improperly sprayed or otherwise unfit for human consumption may be brought to market and offered for sale. Produce that is less than top quality may be offered for sale, but must be so labeled as seconds or “canners” and appropriately priced.  
j) Produce that is labeled “organically grown” must be from a crop that is certified by a USDA Accredited Certifying Agent.  A copy of current farm certification must be given to the SFM Steering Committee. 

5) Vendor Responsibilities 
All SFM Vendors should act in a professional and responsible manner; disorderly, or threatening behavior at the market is prohibited.  Smoking or drinking alcohol is also prohibited. Vendors may not bring any pets to the market.   
a) Any violation of any state or federal laws or applicable government regulation in connection with the production or marketing of the members’ produce or goods is prohibited. 
b) Loud yelling or hawking is not permitted; SFM Vendors must sell from inside their booth.
c) Each vendor will be responsible for setting up, displaying, and packaging their goods and providing protection from the elements.  The tent/canopy must be weighted down with approximately 30# weights per leg.
d) Vendors are expected to have their assigned space in “broom clean” condition prior to leaving the market and remove all trash and organic materials.
e) The Market Manager or designee may request a SFM Vendor to change a display if it is deemed unsafe.

6) Market Operations
a) The Market Manager or designee shall manage normal market operations including parking, collecting fees, scheduling, quality determination, enforcing rules and settle most disputes arising from problems or agreements. Major disputes will be addressed by the Steering Committee. Upon completion of the market for the season a report will be made to the Steering Committee.
b) SFM Vendors can start set up 90 minutes prior to the start of the market. Late arriving Vendors may not be able to set up due to safety and traffic disruptions; late setups will be allowed at the discretion of the Market Manager.  SFM Vendor must have a competed display 10 minutes prior to the start of market. 
c) There will be no selling permitted prior to the official opening time of the market, unless there is a unique circumstance and special permission has been granted by the Market Manager.
d) Vendors may not break their displays down prior to end time beyond reasonable subtractions in order to maintain appealing display following sale of products. No vendor shall be allowed to leave the market prior to the end of the marked end time.
e) Notification of a planned absence at a market should be made to the Market Manager by 8 am on the market day:
Mackenzie May  				Missy Hollenback
508-523-3463					508-284-7314
mackenziemay87@gmail.com		melisahollenback@hotmail.com

f) Spaces at all markets shall be assigned on the basis of SFM application and space available.   Market Manager or Steering Committee will determine the location of SFM Vendors’ tent locations.
i) Spaces at the market will be determined by the following priorities and in this order:
(1) Returning members fill in the first spaces; new requests from returning members; new SFM Vendors, and nonprofits.

7) Permits/Licenses/Insurances
a) Vendors shall be in compliance with all permitting and licensing requirements established by the Town of  Shrewsbury , Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and bodies of the federal government.
b) Scales used at the market shall be sealed and inspected by either current municipal or State Weights and Measures.
c) Vendors are independent entities and, as such, are liable for applicable insurances. Vendors shall carry their own general liability insurance (in amounts not less than $1,000,000 per person per incident and $1,000,000 aggregate), and product liability insurance (in an amount not less than $1,000,000). Naming the Shrewsbury Farmers Market LLC as the Certificate Holder and Additional Insured.  Furthermore, Vendor vehicle liability insurance is required.
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8) Vendor Acknowledgements
a) All market rules will be enforced, and failure to comply can and may result in termination of a SFM Vendor’s market participation, which may include immediate vacating of the market site. The Vendor acknowledges and agrees that the SFM, its Steering Committee, and its agents, and volunteers, as well as leasee, Ski Ward, and property owner Lucy H. Ward (hereafter referred to collectively as Ski Ward) and any of its agents, shall have no liability for any incidental or consequential damages, loss of business, or otherwise for terminating this Contract. 
b) All authorized Vendors participating in the SFM 2015 season agree that they are independent operators, and not partners or participants in a joint venture, and shall be individually liable for any loss, personal injury, deaths, and/or any other damages that may occur as a result of the Vendor’s negligence or that its employees, agents, and associates. All Vendors agree to indemnify and save the SFM, its Steering Committee, and its volunteers, members, and agents as well as Ski Ward any of its agents, harmless from any loss, costs, damages, and other expenses, including attorney/s fees suffered or incurred by SFM by reasons of Vendor’s negligence or intentional misconduct of that of its employees, agents, and associates.
c) Vendor agrees to save, hold harmless, and indemnify the SFM its Steering Committee and its volunteers, members, and agents as well as Ski Ward, and any of its agents, from and against any and all liabilities, claims, demands, expenses, fines, penalties, suits, proceedings, actions, and causes of action of any and every kind and nature arising out of or in any way connected with the Vendor’s use of the premises, or any of the vendors activities in the market, or those of
d)  Vendor’s agents, contractors, employees, customers, and invitees while on or on the premises and/or the market.
e) Vendor agrees that no individual member, volunteer, or agent of the SFM or its Steering Committee, as well as Ski Ward, shall have any personal liability with respect to any of the provisions of this Contract. Under no circumstances shall a Vendor have a claim or cause of action against any individual member, agent, or volunteer of SFM or its Steering Committee, or Ski Ward, any of its agents, with respect to any breach of this Contract by SFM, or for any injury or damage sustained by Vendor, its employees, contractors, agents, customers, or invitees arising out of or in connection with Vendor using and/or operating retail business on the premises or in the market. This provision shall inure to the benefit of the SFM, its successors and assigns, and their respective principals.
f) The Vendor acknowledges and agrees that SFM, LLC has given SFM Vendor a revocable license, not a lease, to operate and to sell its farm products and produce at the Shrewsbury Farmer's Market in accordance with the rules and regulations herein provided from June 17, 2015  to October 14, 2015.  The Vendor, as licensee, has acquired no interest in SFM's property or that of Ski Ward.  The Vendor's license may be revoked at any time, with or without cause, by SFM in its sole discretion.  

